
 
Course Syllabus:  
MUS 108.2 Introduction to Jazz Theory and Arranging 
Summer 2025 
9:00am-5:00pm 
Foy Hall, South Campus, Moravian College 

Instructor: Dr. Neil Wetzel 



Assignments: 
"! Complete assigned Units (reading and completing the Review Homework pages) from assigned 

text (!"#$%&'()*((%+,-."()/#)0.11)23%/$4)!
#! Units 1 & 2  in the week previous to the workshop!
#! Units 3 & 4 during the week of classes/on-campus!
#! Units 5 & 6 the week following classes/on-campus  !

"! Compose 2 new jazz works: !
○! Create a new “blues-based” composition (due end of week of classes done while on-

campus): 
$! In typical lead-sheet fashion 
$! using music notation software  
$! based on the 12 bar blues form with basic harmonic substitutions 
$! With a melody that is new and original 

○! Compose a new jazz composition (due one week after the last day of classes completed 
off-campus): 

$! In typical lead-sheet fashion 
$! using music notation software  

●! Arrange a jazz tune (due one week after the last day of on-campus classes) that meets the 
following criteria: 

○! Is at least 16 measures long 
○! Includes at least one transposing instrument. 
○! Includes 2 rhythm instruments and includes a minimum of 4 instruments total. 
○! Includes a score and individual parts (digital or hand-written) 

●! Students will identify historically pertinent jazz compositions and arrangements by completing a 
“drop-the-needle” exam  (due end of week of classes while on-campus) including pre-
determined jazz recordings by past and contemporary jazz arrangers and composers including: 

○! Jelly Roll Morton 
○!



Content: 
 



3rd Week (one week following the Summer Jazz Camp @ Moravian: off-campus) 
●! Student will do research on selected jazz arranger/composer for research project 
●! Complete Units 5 & 6 readings and assignments from text text (!"#$%&'()*((%+,-."()/#)0.11)23%/$4)  
●! All project/assignments are due one week after the final concert of the Summer Jazz Camp @ 

Moravian!
 
4th Week (two weeks following the Summer Jazz Camp @ Moravian: off-campus) 

●! Student will complete any leftover assignments.


